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Initial situation

• COMSYS is a software system house with 12 million lines of source code in FoxPro 

• 14 industry packages around the food and meat industry

• Very happy with Visual FoxPro
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Initial situation

however

• Visual FoxPro is discontinued

• Growing technical debt

• Optical and interface problems are getting bigger and bigger

• Lack of platform support

• Security risks

• COMSYS is a software system house with 12 million lines of source code in FoxPro 

• 14 industry packages around the food and meat industry.

• Very happy with Visual FoxPro

Automated migration from Visual FoxPro to X#



Initial situation

Automated migration from Visual FoxPro to X#



Migration and where to?

Silverlight

Programming language and data engine in one piece!

Future-proofing because:

 - large group of developers

 - powerful and FoxPro affinity

 - RAD tools and AI support

Servoy .NET z.B. C#

Important key technologies of the new programming environment:
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Vision and challenge

Vision:

We take a VFP-PRG or SCX convert

                 and in X# everything runs like it used to!

Challenge:

Syntax differences between VFP and .NET

- Project structure, 

- Compiler instead of interpreter, 

- no event model, 

- No distinction between PRG, SCX, VCX only PRG ś

- Printing is completely missing

- Controls are missing, such as lines, shapes, command group,...

- Controlsource assignment textbox, grid, ....

- Properties such as DisableBackColor, ... missing
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Converter: VFP2XS_Convert

It does the full conversion to X#

Describes the what, how, why and 

above all the why

If possible, a maximum  

Achieving VFP feeling in the result

Main Feature

Solution approach

Whitebook

How can this be achieved?

What should he do?
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Limits of VFP2XS_Convert

This means that the entire conversion process can be adapted 

iteratively!

!! In both directions !!

All missing controls have been enhanced with CSS_VFP_OBJEKT.DLL!

All format specifications VFP-SCX tables are converted into the 

code structure of X# with templates. Has been integrated!

Printing was carried out in a DRUCK.DLL!

3

All missing commands have been incorporated into the CSS_SYNTAX.DLL!1
2

Basically NONE!

4
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VFP 9.0 X#

Example VFP to X#

Teamviewer Connection Management

Automated migration from Visual FoxPro to X#



Example VFP to X#

Object and Controls Management

VFP 9.0 X#
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Example VFP to X#

Product group management in the WINplus+ package

VFP 9.0 X#
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Conversion – an example

- Create the solution

Creating a Solution
- Set paths of VFP and X#

3. Create directories

4. Basics for the

Solution
Projects
References
Creation

Object and Controls Management
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Conversion – an example

3. Convert data
Creating a Project

4. Create Project in Solution

Object and Controls Management
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„Hands on“ 

Object and Controls Management
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Benefits of VFP2XS_Convert

Know-how securing in the company

Reduction of migration errors

Faster project progress

Standardized code base

Massive time savings

Future-proofing

Modernization

Flexibility
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Benefits of VFP2XS_Convert

Cost saving
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How do we design the conversion?

1. Code analysis of the VFP project (PRG, SCX, VCX)

2. Extension of the template file if necessary

3. Expansion of controls if necessary

4. Side-by-side conversion of the modules

5. Side-by-Side Roll out
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Website:   www.VFP2XS.net

Presentation:   Powerpoint

Lecture:            Video

Whitebook:      COMSYS  VFP2XS

Q&A / Conclusion

Contact 

info@comsys-plus.de

Peter Stephan
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